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CONFIDENTIAL YAOUNDE 0218 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL PINS, ACOM, MASS, CM, UR, CT, EK, SHUM, NI 
SUBJECT: FRENCH AMBASSADOR ON SOVIET-CUBAN THREAT AND POSSIBLE 
CABINET CHANGES 

REF: (A) YAOUNDE 201 (B) YAOUNDE 177 (C) YAOUNDE 51 (D) YAOUNDE 23 
(E) STATE 310518 

1 . SUMMARY. FRENCH AMBASSADOR DU BOIS INDICATED THAT HIS 
GOVERNMENT VIEWED SOVIET-CUBAN THREAT CENTRAL AFRICA MUCH SAME 
WAY AS DEPARTMENT (REF E). HE HAS ALSO ATTEMPTED CALM GURC 
FEARS E.G. AND POTENTIAL DANGER SOVIET-CUBAN PENETRATION. WITHOUT 
GOING INTO SPECIFICS. HE ALSO THOUGHT THERE WOULD BE CABINET 
CHANGES SOME TIME AFTER 4TH PARTY COUNCIL, WHICH BEGAN JAN 15TH. 
END SUMMARY 
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2. AFTER HAVING INFORMED APPROPRIATE GURC OFFICIALS 
(REFTELS A-D) AND SINCE HE WAS INTERMEDIARY THROUGH WHICH 
WE RECEIVED REQUEST FOR ASSESSMENT, JANUARY 14, IN COMPAMY 
DCM, I CALLED ON FRENCH AMBASSADOR DU BOIS TO INFORM HIM 
OF DEPARTMENT S VIEW SOVIET-CUBAN THREAT CENTRAL AFRICA. 

DU BOIS SAID HE HAD RECEIVED QUAI ASSESSMENT WHICH PARALLELS 
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OUR OWN. HE HAD ATTEMPTED REASSURE GURC, BUT HE NOT SURE THEY 
ARE CONVINCED. HIS IMPRESSION IS THAT GURC REMAINS APPREHENSIVE 
MACIE REGIME E.G. AND POTENTIAL FOR SOVIET-CUBAN MISCHIEF. 

3. ON TARGETS OF OPPORTUNITY, DU BOIS VOLUNTEERED THAT FRENCH 
BELEIVE THERE NOW 50 SOVIET TECHNICIALS NDJAMENA TRAINING 
CHADIANS AND MAINTAINING SOVIET EQUIPMENT. HE QUESTIONED CAPACITY 
CHADIANS ABSORB AND EFFECTIVELY USE SOVIET SUPPLIED EQUIPMENT. 

4. ON RUMORED GURC CABINET CHAGES, DUBOIS SAID HE HAD 
HEARD NO SPECIFIC CHANGES RUMORED, BUT HE THOUGHT IT WAS 
AHIDJO'S STYLE TO TAKE CAREFUL NOTE OF PARTY PROCEEDINGS AND 
IN HIS OWN DELIBERATE AND SOLITARY FASHION ADJUST THE CABINET. 

THE TASK ENORMOUSLY COMPLICATED BY DELICATE TRIBAL AND 
REGIONAL BALANCES WHICH MUST BE MAINTAINED. EVERY HIGH 
OFFICIAL REPRESENTS SOME INTEREST AND THE CHANGING OF ANY ONE 
MEANS THAT THE SYSTEM MUST BE CORRESPONDINGLY BALANCED ELSEWHERE. 
SPIRO 
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